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Introduction
38
Though Antarctica covers about 14 million km 2 , the majority of its area (99.66%) 
Sampling and species determination 121
It is a well-established feature of biodiversity studies that the observed taxonomic 122 richness of a given region is heavily influenced by sampling intensity, as has been localities were enumerated at species and higher taxonomic levels (genus, family).
169
Biogeographical patterns 170
The biogeographic patterns were analyzed among the three study sites by means was inevitably dissimilar, only presence/absence data were used in the analyses.
175
Comparisons of the three study areas were also made in terms of dominant genera, (Table 2) .
202
There was a common pool of species occurring in all three study areas, including 
225
Correspondence analysis (CA) allowed analysis of the relationships among the 226 three sampling locations (AB, SO, VL) with reference to their floristic composition.
227
In the sampling locations graph (Fig. 5a ) it is possible to identify two main clusters (Fig. 5a ). The separation of sampling locations is due to the differences in 234 their floristic composition, which is shown in the species graph (Fig. 5b) . The species The results of the CA are confirmed also by the hierarchical classification illustrated 
Biogeographical distribution of lichens within Antarctica 268
There is a widely held but largely untested assumption that at least the majority of 
Environmental factors influencing lichen distribution 304
Although Antarctic lichens are capable of growing and photosynthesizing even at were absent or poorly developed at drier sites which were influenced by cyclonic 326 winds over the surface of sea ice.
327
The large-scale extent of ice cover (and hence site isolation) also affects wider and Cannone, 2012).
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